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O N  L A N G U A G E  &  W R I T I N G



PASTURE PEDAGOGY:  
REFLECTIONS FROM THE F IELD 

ON EMBODIED LEARNING→

Sometimes I find myself clucking. When people 
texting madly veer across the walkways on 

campus. When a driver, irritatingly cautious, takes 
too long changing lanes, blinker flashing.

When my students, slow as molasses, move their desks after I have 
asked them to get into groups: chk, chk, chi, chi! It’s a bad habit. And 

a hard one to break when more often than not, people respond, 
quickening their pace (though not without some quizzical facial 

expressions) to an encouraging cluck.”



P E E R - R E V I E W E D  A RT I C L E



P U B L I C LY  E N G A G E D  S C H O L A R S H I P  AT  C L I M E



“Why Academics Stink at Writing” (2014)  

Steven Pinker

Academic 
writing is 

“turgid, soggy, 
wooden, 

bloated, clumsy, 
obscure, 

unpleasant to 
read, and 

impossible to 
understand.”



“ D E V E L O P  A  N I G H T  
C O U R S E  I N  C R E AT I V E  
N O N F I C T I O N  W R I T I N G ,  
S P E C I F I C A L LY  F O R  
P R O F E S S O R S . ”

- JEFF CAMHI 

PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF BIOLOGY AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM



“Here’s Why Academics 
Should Write for the 

Public” 

Jonathan Wai & David Miller

H U F F I N G T O N  P O S T   
O R I G I N A L LY  P U B L I S H E D  I N  T H E  C O N V E R S AT I O N  

D E C E M B E R ,  1 S T  2 0 1 5



“ W E  P R O P O S E  S O M E T H I N G  
S I M P L E R :  A C A D E M I C S  J U S T  
N E E D  T O  S TA R T  W R I T I N G ,  
G E T T I N G  E D I T E D  A N D  S E E I N G  
I F  T H E  P U B L I C  R E A D S  T H E M ”  

-  WA I  A N D  M I L L E R



+ Readership as “Public Peer Review”  

+ Reach thousands instead of a handful of readers 

+ Engage with the public to have social impact 

+ Increase academic career opportunity 

“Here’s Why Academics Should Write 
for the Public” 

Jonathan Wai & David Miller

HUFFINGTON POST  -  ORIGINALLY  PUBL ISHED IN  THE CONVERSATION  
DECEMBER,  1ST  2015



While publicly engaged scholarship is being 
encouraged on more campuses—it remains 
to be seen if such scholarship will pay off in 

academic advancement. 

Why write public engaged scholarship?



W H AT  I S   

PUBL ICLY  ENGAGED 
SCHOLARSHIP?



Who is the public?



W H I C H  PUBL IC  D O E S  
C L I M E  WA N T  T O  R E A C H ?   

  



H O W  D O  W E  R E A C H  T H I S  
P U B L I C ?  

H O W  D O  W E  W R I T E  F O R  
T H I S  P U B L I C ?





W R I T I N G   
F O R  Y O U R  F I E L D  →  

W R I T I N G  F O R  T H E  P U B L I C



W H AT  A R E  T H E  
E L E M E N T S  O F  

E F F E C T I V E  
P U B L I C LY  E N G A G E D  

S C H O L A R S H I P ?



•  ACCESSIBLE  LANGUAGE 

•  R IGOROUSLY  RESEARCHED 

•  WELL  STRUCTURED & ORGANIZED 

•  CLEARLY  AR T ICULATED ARGUMENT 

•  ENGAGING & ENGAGED IN AN IDENTIF IABLE  CONVERSATION 

ELEMENTS OF EFFECTIVE  
PUBLICLY ENGAGED SCHOLARSHIP



T H E  H O O K

“New Orleans is 
vitality and culture.”  

- Charles J. Ogletree Jr.

“In the wake of the death 
and devastation Hurricane 

Katrina visited on large 
swaths of Louisiana, 

Mississippi, and Alabama, 
it is not surprising that 

many people asked with 
some bitterness: “How 

could a loving God allow 
this to happen to so many 

innocent people?” 

- Derrick Bell

“Anyone who has experienced sudden death close up knows that 
it need not be instantaneous, but may take all day.”  

- David Dante Troutt



T E A C H  Y O U R S E L F  I TA L I A N  

J H U M PA  L A H I R I  

“My relationship with Italian takes place in exile.” 

“I buy a book. It’s called ‘Teach Yourself Italian.” 
An exhortatory title, full of hope and possibility. 

As if it were possible to learn on your own.” 



TASKS :   
D E F I N E  A  C L I M E  S T Y L E  O F  P U B L I C LY  

E N G A G E D  S C H O L A R S H I P  

•  EXPLORE T H E  C O N C E P T  O F  P U B L I C LY  E N G A G E D  
S C H O L A R S H I P  

•  SHARE  O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A N D  O N G O I N G  R E S E A R C H   

•  DEVELOP  O U R  W R I T I N G  F O R  P U B L I C AT I O N  


